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July 10, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Peter Grevelding, PE 
O’Brien and Gere Engineers 
333 Washington Street, PO Box 4873 
Syracuse, NY 13221-4873 
 
 
RE: Relinquishment of SPDES Permit 

New Process Gear (NPG) SPDES No., NY 000-1384 
 

 
Dear Mr. Grevelding: 
 
The Department is in receipt of your July 3, 2013 letter regarding the relinquishment of NPG’s 
SPDES permit.  The Department is in agreement with the proposed sampling locations.  
However, your letter raised the question of why the Department was requiring NPG to sample 
the stormwater pond sediments for volatile organics and PCBs.    As we discuss below, the 
Department believes that, under 6 NYCRR 750-2.11 that the pond sediments must be sampled 
for volatile organics and PCBs. 
 
In 2002, the Department conducted a macroinvertebrate survey of Sanders Creek.  The survey 
showed that PCBs, namely Aroclors 1254 and 1260 were present in crayfish taken from Sanders 
Creek approximately 50 m upstream of Kinne Street and even further upstream of Carrier 
Corporation’s discharges.  The levels were considered by the Department to be of concern.  At 
the Department’s request, during 2008 and 2009, NPG conducted a 6 month short term high 
intensity monitoring program for PCBs on the discharge from outfall 001.  Aroclor 1260 was 
detected once, at 0.12 µg/l, in February 2009.  July 10, 2009 correspondence from O’Brien and 
Gere Engineers indicated that NPG took three consecutive grab samples after this detection and 
had them analyzed using EPA Method 608 to ascertain whether or not PCBs were present.  The 
sample results indicated that no PCBs were detected; leading O’Brien and Gere to conclude that 
there may have been a sampling or laboratory error on the first sample.  Based on this, the 
Department is concerned that PCBs may in fact be present at the site.  As PCBs  tend to adhere 
to soil particles, the sediments in the pond may contain them.  Also, EPA Mehtod 608 has a 
method detection limit of 0.068 µg/l, which is substantially above the water quality standard.   
Therefore, we request that the pond sediments be analyzed for PCBs prior to closure.   
 
With respect to sampling for volatile organics, the Department notes that NPG has reported five 
spills since 2003.  In at least two cases, the spill was contained in the stormwater pond.  This 
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pond also receives stormwater runoff from the parking lot areas.  The Department therefore 
believes that the pond sediments should be sampled for volatile organics. 
 
Your letter also requested that the Department contact Summit Laboratory with respect to 
samples that were analyzed following the February 2013 spill of cutting oil to the pond.  The 
sample results are being held by the laboratory until they receive payment for their analytical 
services.  The Department’s attorney will respond to this issue separately. 
 
Please provide this office with your anticipated sampling schedule for the stormwater pond.  Feel 
free to contact us should there be any question. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Sandra Lizlovs, PE 
Environmental Engineer II 
 
 
cc: M. Benenati, NPG 
 D. Meixell, OBG 
 D. Bimber, NYSDEC  
 J. Sluzar, Esq. NYSDEC 
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March 24, 2014 
 
Ms. Janet Haynes 
Magna International 
375 Magna Drive 
Aurora, Ontario L4G7L6  Canada 
 
RE: Relinquishment of SPDES Permit, SPDES No.  NY 000-1384 

New Process Gear (NPG) (T) DeWitt, Onondaga County New York 
 
Dear Ms. Haynes: 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (Department) has reviewed O’Brien and 
Gere Engineers’ November 12, 2013 submittal for the above-referenced site.  The submittal was on behalf 
of Magna’s former New Process Gear site in the Town of DeWitt.  The submittal included sampling 
results of the sediment in the existing storm water pond at the former NPG site and was submitted as part 
of the Department’s closure requirements for wastewater treatment facilities under 6 NYCRR 750-2.11.  
The submittal also included a map of the pond showing the approximate depth of sediment in the 
sampling locations.  Your letter requested that, based on the data, that the Department discontinue the 
SPDES permit for NPG.   
 
As discussed in our March 14, 2014 teleconference, the Department notes that several parameters exceed 
the 6 NYCRR Part 375 criteria for protection of groundwater.  Based on the likelihood that this pond is 
not lined and that residual material in the pond may pose a threat to groundwater, it is necessary, prior to 
closure, to determine what additional actions are appropriate to protect the environment.   
 
6 NYCRR 750-2.11(c)(2) requires proper management and/or removal of all residual materials. 
Within 30 days of this letter, please provide this office with your plan and proposed schedule to either 
remove the residual materials and/or properly manage them, which includes further evaluation of the 
threat to groundwater and sediment transport during wet weather.  Please also include sampling data on 
any additional parameters such as Total Organic Carbon, that has not been previously submitted. 
 
Feel free to contact this office should there be any questions or if you would like to discuss further this 
issue. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Sandra Lizlovs, PE 
Environmental Engineer II 
 
cc: D. Meixell, O”Brien and Gere 

K. Jaglal, O’Brien and Gere 
 M.J. Peachey, NYSDEC 
 J. Zalewski, NYSDEC 

D. Bimber, NYSDEC  
R. Brazell, NYSDEC 

 J. Sluzar, Esq. NYSDEC 
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